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Statement of Policy 
 
While it is not the intention of AOAC INTERNATIONAL (AOAC) to restrict the personal, professional, 
or proprietary activities of AOAC members nor to preclude or restrict participation in Association affairs 
solely by reason of such activities, it is the sense of AOAC that conflicts of interest or even the 
appearance of conflicts of interest on the part of AOAC volunteers should be avoided.  Where this is not 
possible or practical under the circumstances, there shall be written disclosure by the volunteers of actual 
or potential conflicts of interest in order to ensure the credibility and integrity of AOAC.  Such written 
disclosure shall be made to any individual or group within the Association which is reviewing a 
recommendation which the volunteer had a part in formulating and in which the volunteer has a material 
interest causing an actual or potential conflict of interest. 
 
AOAC requires disclosure of actual or potential conflicts of interest as a condition of active participation 
in the business of the Association.  The burden of disclosure of conflicts of interest or the appearance of 
conflicts of interest falls upon the volunteer.  
 
A disclosed conflict of interest will not in itself bar an AOAC member from participation in Association 
activities, but a three-fourths majority of the AOAC group reviewing the issue presenting the conflict 
must concur by secret ballot that the volunteer's continued participation is necessary and will not 
unreasonably jeopardize the integrity of the decision-making process. 
 
Employees of AOAC are governed by the provision of the AOAC policy on conflict of interest by staff.  
If that policy is in disagreement with or mute on matters covered by this policy, the provisions of this 
policy shall prevail and apply to staff as well. 
 

Illustrations of Conflicts of Interest 
 
1. A volunteer who is serving as a committee member or referee engaged in the evaluation of a method 

or device; who is also an employee of or receiving a fee from the firm which is manufacturing or 
distributing the method or device or is an employee of or receiving a fee from a competing firm. 

 
2.  A volunteer who is requested to evaluate a proposed method or a related collaborative study in 

which data are presented that appear detrimental (or favorable) to a product distributed or a position 
supported by the volunteer's employer. 

 
3.  A referee who is conducting a study and evaluating the results of an instrument, a kit, or a piece of 

equipment which will be provided gratis by the manufacturer or distributor to one or more of the 
participating laboratories, including his or her own laboratory, at the conclusion of the study. 

 
             



 

 
4.  Sponsorship of a collaborative study by an interest (which may include the referee) which stands to 

profit from the results; such sponsorship usually involving the privilege granted by the investigator 
to permit the sponsor to review and comment upon the results prior to AOAC evaluation. 

 
5.  A volunteer asked to review a manuscript submitted for publication when the manuscript contains 

information which is critical of a proprietary or other interest of the reviewer. 
 

The foregoing are intended as illustrative and should not be interpreted to be all-inclusive examples 
of conflicts of interest AOAC volunteers may find themselves involved in. 

 
Do's and Don’ts 

 
Do avoid the appearance as well as the fact of a conflict of interest. 
 
Do make written disclosure of any material interest which may constitute a conflict of interest or the 
appearance of a conflict of interest. 
 
Do not accept payment or gifts for services rendered as a volunteer of the Association without disclosing 
such payment or gifts. 
 
Do not vote on any issue before an AOAC decision-making body where you have the appearance of or an 
actual conflict of interest regarding the recommendation or decision before that body. 
 
Do not participate in an AOAC decision-making body without written disclosure of actual or potential 
conflicts of interest in the issues before that body. 
 
Do not accept a position of responsibility as an AOAC volunteer, without disclosure, where the discharge 
of the accepted responsibility will be or may appear to be influenced by proprietary or other conflicting 
interests. 
 

Procedures 
 
Each volunteer elected or appointed to an AOAC position of responsibility shall be sent, at the time of 
election or appointment, a copy of this policy and shall be advised of the requirement to adhere to the 
provisions herein as a condition for active participation in the business of the Association.  Each 
volunteer, at the time of his or her election or appointment, shall indicate, in writing, on a form provided 
for this purpose by AOAC, that he or she has read and accepts this policy.   
 
Each year, at the spring meeting of the AOAC Board of Directors, the Executive Director shall submit a 
report certifying the requirements of this policy have been met; including the names and positions of any 
elected or appointed volunteers who have not at that time indicated in writing that they have accepted the 
policy. 
 
Anyone with knowledge of specific instances in which the provisions of this policy have not been 
complied with shall report these instances to the Board of Directors, via the Office of the Executive 
Director, as soon as discovered. 
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