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Committee Actions

Food Microbiology, Non-Dairy, Wallace H. Andrews
and Thomas S. Hammack (see pp 346–355)

Bacillus anthracis: 2003–2004, Anthony D. Hitchins

An open-ended se ries of val i da tion stud ies on Ba cil lus
anthracis de tec tion meth ods, or ga nized by AOAC
IN TER NA TIONAL, is in the pro cess of be ing con ducted for
the U.S. De part ment of Home land Se cu rity (DHS). A key
hur dle that these meth ods have to pass is the abil ity to
dis tin guish B. anthracis spores from those of near-neigh bor
spe cies as well as those of more distantly related species. 

The CDC (At lanta, GA) precol labor atively and
col labor atively stud ied the USAMRIID (Fred er ick, MD)
cul ture method for iden ti fi ca tion of Ba cil lus anthracis spores.
It was granted First Ac tion ap proval ear lier this year. This
val i dated cul ture method is now the stan dard ref er ence for use
in method com par i son stud ies. Cur rently, it is only avail able
from DHS at their discretion.

A rapid method for de tect ing Ba cil lus anthracis spores was 
precol labor atively and col labor atively stud ied. It was re cently
granted First Ac tion ap proval. It is in tended for lab o ra tory
use. The method will be spec i fied at a later date.

A precol lab o ra tive study of the abil ity of a fatty acid
methyl-es ter gas chro mato graphic pro file method (MIDI In c.,
New ark, DE) to iden tify B. anthracis spores was com pleted.
The col lab o ra tive study is in progress.

Other val i da tion stud ies are in the plan ning stage.
Con tinue all stud ies to ward the First Ac tion or Fi nal Ac tion 

ap proval stage.

Efficacy Testing of Disinfectants, Stephen F.
Tomasino (see pp 355–358)
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