380 METHODS COMMITTEE REPORTS: JOURNAL OF AOAC INTERNATIONAL VOL. 88, No. 1, 2005

METHODS COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee on Microbiology and Extraneous Materials

JAaMES R. AGIN, CHAIR
Ohio Department of Agriculture, 8995 E. Main St,
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

DoucLas O. ABBOTT, CHAIR
U.S. Department of Agriculture, FSIS/OPHS, 950 College
Station Rd, Athens, GA 30605

WAYNE A. ZIEMER, SECRETARY

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FSIS/OPHS, Food
Emergency Response Network, 950 College Station Rd,
Athens, GA 30605

DEennis E. GUILFOYLE

U.S. Food and Drug Administration, ORA, Northeast
Regional Laboratory, 158-15 Liberty Ave, Jamaica, NY
11433

KEevIN VOUGHT
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, 950 W. Plato Blvd,
St. Paul, MN 55107

LORALYN LEDENBACH
Kraft Foods Inc., 801 Waukegan Rd, Glenview, IL 60025

DEBORAH A. LOVEYS

Georgia Public Health Laboratory, Bioterrorism Emergency
Response Coordinator, 749 Clairmont Rd, Decatur, GA
30033

MicHAEL H. BRODSKY
Brodsky Consultants, 73 Donnamora Crescent, Thornhill,
ON L3T-4K6, Canada

WaLrer HiLL

U.S. Department of Agriculture, FSIS/OPHS,
Microbiology Division, 1400 Independence Ave, SW,
Washington, DC 20024

JoseEPH L. FERREIRA
Consultant, CDC, Atlanta, GA

BRENDA G. WERNER
Cornell University, 125 Stocking Hall, Ithaca, NY 14853

James E. BROwN
USAMRIID, 1425 Porter St, Frederick, MD 21702

BARBARA M. MARTIN
U.S. Department of Agriculture, APHIS, VS, 1800 Dayton
Rd, Ames, 1A 50010

ROXANNE SHIVELY
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, Microbiology OIVD
CDRD, 2098 Gaither Rd, Rockville, MD 20850

Committee Actions

Food Microbiology, Non-Dairy, Wallace H. Andrews
and Thomas S. Hammack (see pp 346-355)

Bacillus anthracis: 2003—2004, Anthony D. Hitchins

An open-ended series of validation studies on Bacillus
anthracis ~ detection methods, organized by AOAC
INTERNATIONAL, is in the process of being conducted for
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS). A key
hurdle that these methods have to pass is the ability to
distinguish B. anthracis spores from those of near-neighbor
species as well as those of more distantly related species.

The CDC (Atlanta, GA) precollaboratively and
collaboratively studied the USAMRIID (Frederick, MD)
culture method for identification of Bacillus anthracis spores.
It was granted First Action approval earlier this year. This
validated culture method is now the standard reference for use
in method comparison studies. Currently, it is only available
from DHS at their discretion.

A rapid method for detecting Bacillus anthracis spores was
precollaboratively and collaboratively studied. It was recently
granted First Action approval. It is intended for laboratory
use. The method will be specified at a later date.

A precollaborative study of the ability of a fatty acid
methyl-ester gas chromatographic profile method (MIDI Inc.,
Newark, DE) to identify B. anthracis spores was completed.
The collaborative study is in progress.

Other validation studies are in the planning stage.

Continue all studies toward the First Action or Final Action
approval stage.

Efficacy Testing of Disinfectants, Stephen F.
Tomasino (see pp 355-358)



