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Com mit tee Ac tions

There are 3 Gen eral Ref er ees (GRs) within Com mit tee J,
2 are open (en vi ron men tal mi cro bi ol ogy and en vi ron men tal
chem is try); the third (bioassay meth ods) is cur rently held by
Marion Kelly of EPA Of fice of Wa ter. There ex ists a great
po ten tial to work with EPA; much dis cus sion took place about 
how this might oc cur. This dis cus sion in cluded EPA’s cur rent
use of ASTM D2777 and its ac cep tance of Ap pen dix D of the
Of fi cial Method of Anal y sis (OMA; col lab o ra tive study
guide lines) in con junc tion with the ASTM pro to col. Telliard
saw this as a good pos si bil ity. If AOAC’s new method
cat e go ries al low more flex i bil ity in the num bers of
laboratories and cat e go ries for ac cep tance as some form of
AOAC-ap proved method, then this will also likely be
ac cept able to EPA. 

Ad di tional dis cus sion cen tered on in creas ing com mit tee
re spon sive ness and or ga ni za tion of the com mit tee. Sev eral
new GRs and Study Di rec tors were dis cussed and of fered by
Telliard, Pompey, and Urbansky. Al though no GR, Study
Di rec tors, or stud ies are un der way in the newly formed topic
area “En vi ron men tal Mi cro bi ol ogy,” the area is viewed as an
im por tant area for method de vel op ment. A po ten tial GR
(Eu gene Rice) for this topic was sug gested; he will be
con tacted by Telliard. The chair con tacted ASTM re gard ing
ac tiv ity in the area of drink ing wa ter and E. coli, in ves ti gat ing
po ten tial for joint ef forts to de velop a method. Their ac tiv ity is 
com plete; a mem brane fil tra tion method us ing a Hach
pro pri etary broth was accepted in 2000 by ASTM and is EPA
method No. 10029. 

Sev eral pos si ble GRs for the En vi ron men tal Chem is try
topic were dis cussed. Telliard and Urbansky will make calls to 
de ter mine in ter est and avail abil ity of sev eral pos si ble
can di dates. The area of trace met als was dis cussed, and it was
de cided to com bine study ar eas #3 and #5 into a topic called
trace met als in fer til iz ers, soils, and plants since #5 would
in clude anal y sis of the hy dride gen er a tion el e ments.
Ad di tion ally a pos si ble re align ment of the GR and Study
Di rec tor po si tions for the “Bioassay Meth ods” topic was
dis cussed. Again Telliard and Urbansky will make calls to
de ter mine in ter est and availability of several possible
candidates.

Pos si ble new top ics were dis cussed: per chlor ate in soils,
ground wa ter, drink ing wa ter, and plant up take; ra di a tion
meth ods; screen ing meth ods; and other bi o log i cal methods.  

Pompey sug gested sev eral ar eas of in ter est and pro posed
de vel op ing a list of the po ten tial new meth ods. This list could
be gen er ated from cur rent ATPs (al ter nate test pro ce dures)
cur rently em ployed by EPA as well as the in dus try and
regulatory hot topics.
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A pos si ble meet ing with AOAC rep re sen ta tives and EPA
was pro posed in 2003 but no meet ing has as of yet oc curred.
The pur pose of the meet ing would be dis cus sion of fund ing
and method de vel op ment op por tu ni ties. This will be a
2004–2005 priority. 

Environmental Microbiology, Vacant

Telliard has con tacted sev eral can di dates in re gards to
be com ing GR for this topic area. No suc cess as of yet, but
Jennifer Clancy is still a pos si bil ity. 

Environmental Chemistry, Vacant

Telliard and Urbansky will con tact GR can di dates.
(1) De ter mi na tion of Ni trates in Soil: Study Di rec tor

Rob ert Miller, Col o rado State Uni ver sity, Soil and Crop
Sci ences Deptartment, Fort Col lins, CO 80535, Tel:
970-686-5702, Fax: 970-426-5820, E-mail:
rmiller@lamar.colostate.edu. Con tinue study.

(2) Cat ion Ex change Ca pac ity of Soils: Study Di rec tor
Saman Amarakone, Ca na dian (At lan tic) For est Ser vice,
Nat u ral Re sources Can ada, Hugh John Flemming For estry
Ctr, PO Box 4000, Fred er ic ton, NB E3B-5P7, Can ada, Tel:
506-452-3562, Fax: 506-452-3525. Study dis con tin ued,
re move from future actions list.

(3) High Res o lu tion GC-MS Method 1668a for Coplanar
and Toxic PCB: Study Di rec tor va cant. Con tinue study.

(4) Trace Met als in Soils and Plant Nu tri ents: Topic
Ad vi sor Pe ter Kane, Of fice of the In di ana State Chem ist,
Purdue Uni ver sity, 1154 Bio chem is try Build ing, West
La fay ette, IN 47907-1154, Tel: 765-494-1560, Fax:
765-494-4331, E-mail: kanep@purdue.edu. Continue study.

(5) Ra di a tion (new topic): Gen eral Ref eree, va cant.

Bioassay Methods, Marion Kelly

(1) Whole Ef flu ent Tox i col ogy Bioassay: Study Di rec tor
po si tion is va cant. Con tinue study.
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