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Com mit tee Ac tions

The Safety Com mit tee held its meet ing on Sep tem ber 15,
2003, dur ing the AOAC An nual Meet ing in At lanta, GA. Dur -

ing that meet ing, we dis cussed the ne ces sity of hav ing new
mem bers and sug gested pos si ble qual i fied can di dates as
Safety Ad vi sors for the Com mit tee on Mi cro bi ol ogy (H) and
for the Com mit tee on Di etary Sup ple ments (K). Sev eral
names were pro posed and the Chair will con tact them for pos -
si ble ap point ment.

The Safety Sym po sium planned for the 118th An nual
Meet ing in St. Louis (MO) was dis cussed. With no quo rum at
the meet ing, the Chair will send an elec tronic bal lot. Ac cord -
ing to the Com mit tee re ports, the Safety Com mit tee rec om -
mended in 1998 that we should have a Safety Sym po sium ev -
ery 3–4 years dur ing the An nual Meet ing to pro vide train ing
to the mem ber ship. The last Safety Sym po sium was in Mon -
treal, Canada in Sep tem ber 1998 and one is nec es sary now
with all the new chal lenges in meth ods to be col lab o rated for
pos si ble ter ror ists acts.

The main du ties of the Safety Ad vi sor were ad dressed, for
ex am ple, mak ing sure that the safety check list is prop erly
filled out and mak ing rec om men da tions as to any cau tion ary
state ments that should be in cluded in the method for fi nal pub -
li ca tion in the Of fi cial Meth ods of Anal y sis. Safety stan dards
and pro ce dures as so ci ated with lab o ra tory ac cred i ta tion were
also re viewed. The num ber of meth ods be ing re viewed is al -
most nonex is tent for the ma jor ity of the com mit tees ex cept
Di etary Sup ple ments and Mi cro bi ol ogy.

The Com mit tee terms of ref er ence were dis cussed and the
new pol i cies were ex plained. The Com mit tee was en cour aged to
send ar ti cles to In side Lab o ra tory Man age ment for pub li ca tion.
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