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Com mit tee Ac tions

The Com mit tee was ad vised that the pre vi ously de fined
“Old Busi ness” items that did not re ceive “Ac tion Item” sta tus 
dur ing 2003 were as fol lows: (1) de fine al ter na tive pro ce dures 
to re place in def i nite val ues that are re ported as data val ues for
sta tis ti cal anal y sis and (2) de velop pro ce dure to val idly com -
pare reproducibility vari ances for 2 meth ods that have been
stud ied in the same col lab o ra tive study. It was de cided that
these items should re ceive “Ac tion Item” status for 2004.

The Com mit tee was ad vised that the Chair (McClure) had
un der taken that task “to de velop sta tis ti cal tests to com pare
meth ods with re spect to sa lient method per for mance in di ca -
tors (e.g., sen si tiv ity, spec i fic ity, etc.) for qual i ta tive col lab o -
ra tive stud ies.” The re sults were re ported to Com mit tee H dur -
ing the 117th AOAC An nual Meet ing in At lanta, GA.

The Com mit tee was ad vised that McClure and Lee had un -
der taken the task of “as sess ing the va lid ity of the Grubb’s test
that is used in the AOAC soft ware to an a lyze col lab o ra tive
stud ies” and are pub lish ing a pa per de tail ing the find ings of
the study in an up com ing is sue of the J. AOAC Int. 

The Com mit tee was ad vised that Ap pen dix D of the Study
Di rec tor’s Man ual of AOAC in cor rectly de fines com pu ta tion
pro ce dures for HORRAT val ues. McClure and Lee wrote a
note, which is cur rently be ing pub lished in the J. AOAC Int.,
de fin ing the cor rect cal cu la tions along with ta bles to make it
eas ier to cal cu late HORRAT val ues.

The Chair was asked to make “Sam ple Size De ter mi na tion
for Al ler gen Screen ing Method Val i da tion” an ac tion item.
The re sults of this study, by McClure, have been ac cepted for
pub li ca tion in J. AOAC Int.

The Com mit tee was ad vised that New ell is study ing the va -
lid ity of us ing Cochran’s test in screen ing out ly ing within-lab -
o ra tory vari ances ob tained un der the Youden’s closely
matched pairs de sign. No fruit ful prog ress was re ported on
this topic and it will re main in an on go ing sta tus un til fur ther
no tice.

The Com mit tee was ad vised that McClure and Lee have
pre pared a pa per to in clude for mu las that may be used to de -
ter mine the un cer tainty of the un cer tainty sta tis tics, ob tained
from col lab o ra tive study, that are used to char ac ter ize method
per for mance. The pa per was sched uled to en ter AOAC’s pub -
li ca tion stream in June 2003, but the au thors de cided that the
sym bols that were used made read ing too dif fi cult. To date, no
fruit ful prog ress has been made in re solv ing the com plex ity of
sym bols is sue and the task will re main in an on go ing sta tus
un til fur ther no tice.

At ten dance

At tend ing the meet ing were the Chair (McClure), one Sta -
tis tics Com mit tee mem ber (Wehling), 3 guests (Wood of the
United King dom, Jonathan DeVries, pres i dent of AOAC, and
Tholen) and one AOAC staff (Ladeji).

New Busi ness

DeVries re quested that the Com mit tee re visit the AOAC
re quirement of Youden Matched Pairs. He thought that the 5% 
dif fer ence [100(x–y)/x] in con cen tra tions (x = high est and y =
low est) of the 2 ma te ri als mak ing up the pair mem bers of
Youden matched pairs was too strin gent. In ad di tion, he felt
that the re quire ment that the ma te ri als must com prise the same 
ma trix was con trary to what Youden in tended as a pro ce dure.
He felt that a pro ce dure that in cor po rates the Horwitz equa tion 
for es ti mat ing the pre dicted rel a tive stan dard de vi a tion based
on the analyte con cen tra tion should be used. The Chair in -
formed DeVries of the cur rent pa pers avail able on the sub ject
and in di cated that any peer-re viewed pro posal sup port ing the
re quested changes would be given con sid er ation as a pol icy
pro posal by the Com mit tee.

340  TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORTS: JOURNAL OF AOAC INTERNATIONAL VOL. 87, NO. 1, 2004


