
Scope of Ar ti cles and Re view Pro cess

The Jour nal of AOAC IN TER NA TIONAL pub -
lishes ar ti cles that pres ent, within the fields of in -
ter est of the As so ci a tion: un pub lished orig i nal re -
search; new meth ods; fur ther stud ies of pre vi ously
pub lished meth ods; back ground work lead ing to
de vel op ment of meth ods; com pi la tions of au then -
tic data of com po si tion; tech ni cal com mu ni ca tions; 
cau tion ary notes; com ments on tech niques, ap pa ra -
tus, and re agents; and in vited re views and fea tures.
Em pha sis is on re search and de vel op ment of pre -
cise, ac cu rate, sen si tive meth ods for anal y sis of
foods, food ad di tives, sup ple ments and con tam i -
nants, cos me tics, drugs, tox ins, haz ard ous sub -
stances, pes ti cides, feeds, fer til iz ers, and the en vi -
ron ment. The usual re view pro cess is as fol lows:
(1) Au thor sub mits manu script on line; (2) AOAC
ed i to rial of fice trans mits each sub mit ted pa per to
ap pro pri ate sub ject mat ter ed i tor, who so lic its peer
re views; (3) ed i tor sends e-mail to au thor for re vi -
sion in re sponse to re view ers’ com ments; ed i tor ac -
cepts or re jects re vi sion; and informs au thor and
AOAC ed i to rial of fice; (4) AOAC ed i to rial staff
ed its ac cepted pa pers fol low ing the Jour nal of
AOAC IN TER NA TIONAL style guide and trans -
mits ap proved manu scripts to desk top pub lisher;
(5) desk top pub lisher sends page proofs to au thor
for fi nal ap proval.

Gen eral In for ma tion

The Jour nal of AOAC IN TER NA TIONAL now
has an on line sub mis sion pro cess. Please see
http://www.aoac.org/pubs/jour nal.htm to sub -
mit. Pa pers will NOT be ac cepted through mail
or fax. Ad di tional hardcopies are no lon ger nec -
es sary. Please fol low these in struc tions closely;
do ing so will save time and re vi sion. For all ques -
tions of for mat and style not ad dressed in these in -
struc tions, con sult re cent is sue of Jour nal or cur -
rent edi tion of Coun cil of Sci ence Ed i tors Style
Man ual (http://www.councilscienceeditors.
org/pub li ca tions/style.cfm). For de scrib ing col lab -
o ra tive stud ies, con tact Rob ert Rathbone
(+1-301-924-7077 x105, rrathbone@aoac.org) or
Yinka Ladeji (+1-301-924-7077 x133,
oladeji@aoac.org) for guide lines.

1. Write in clear, gram mat i cal Eng lish.

2. Sub mit all the fol low ing man da tory in for ma -
tion: (1) ti tle; (2) all au thors’ full names (full first,
mid dle ini tial if any, full last), ad dresses in clud ing
mail codes, and cor re spond ing au thor’s e-mail ad -
dress; (3) ab stract; (4) text (in tro duc tion, method or 
ex per i men tal, re sults and/or dis cus sion, ac knowl -
edg ments, ref er ences); (5) fig ure cap tions; (6) foot -

notes; (7) ta bles with cap tions, 1 per page; and (8)
fig ures (see in struc tions be low).

3. Sug gest at least 4 qual i fied re view ers, i.e.,
in di vid u als en gaged in or versed in re search of the
type reported.

4. Dou ble space all ma te ri als. Do not right jus -
tify or use pro por tional spac ing; avoid hy phen -
ation.

5. If the Sec tion Ed i tor sends no ti fi ca tion to au -
thor that changes are nec es sary, it is the au thor’s re -
spon si bil ity to up load up dated files per Sec tion Ed -
i tor’s com ments be fore approval is granted.

For mat and Style

1. Ab stract.—200 words. Pro vide spe cific in -
for ma tion, not gen er al ized state ments.

2. Text.—Up load doc u ment or copy and paste
into ap pro pri ate field. Please send manu script text 
as Word, WordPerfect, or txt file. Do NOT em bed
fig ures or ta bles in the doc u ment. Please in clude
all fig ures with cap tions and ta bles at the end of
the manu script, fol low ing the ref er ences.

In tro duc tion.—In clude in for ma tion on why
work was done, pre vi ous work done, use of com -
pound, or pro cess be ing stud ied.

Method or Ex per i men tal.—Con sult re cent is -
sue of Jour nal for proper for mat. Sep a rate spe cial
re agents/ap pa ra tus from de tails of pro ce dure and
list in sec tions with ap pro pri ate head ings; avoid
use of brand names. (Com mon re agents/ap pa ra tus
or those that re quire no spe cial treat ment need not
be listed sep a rately.) Place de tailed op er a tions in
sep a rate sec tions with ap pro pri ate head ing (e.g.,
Prep a ra tion of Sam ple, Ex trac tion, and Cleanup).
In clude nec es sary cal cu la tions; num ber of sig nif i -
cant fig ures must re flect ac cu racy of method. Use
met ric units for mea sure ments of quan ti ties wher -
ever pos si ble. Note haz ard ous and/or car ci no genic
chem i cals.

Re sults/Dis cus sion.—Cite ta bles and fig ures
con sec u tively in text with arabic nu mer als. Do not
in ter sperse ta bles and fig ures in text.

Ac knowl edg ments.—Give brief thanks (no so -
cial or ac a demic ti tles) or ac knowl edge fi nan cial
aid in this sec tion.

Ref er ences.—Sub mit ted pa pers or un pub lished 
oral pre sen ta tions may not be listed as ref er ences;
cite them in text as un pub lished data or per sonal
com mu ni ca tions. Cite all ref er ences to pre vi ously
pub lished pa pers or pa pers in press in nu mer i cal
or der in text with num ber in pa ren the ses on line
(not su per script). List ref er ences nu mer i cally in
Ref er ences in ex actly (ar range ment, punc tu a tion,
cap i tal iza tion, use of am per sand, etc.) the same
styles of ex am ples shown be low or see re cent is sue

of Jour nal for less of ten used types of en tries. Fol -
low Chem i cal Ab stracts for ab bre vi a tions of jour -
nal ti tles.
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3. Ta bles.—Please submit ta bles, pref er a bly in
Word or WordPerfect, in ta ble for mat. Each “en -
try” must be in a cell of its own. 

4. Fig ures.—Fig ures must be sub mit ted in a
graphic for mat, pref er a bly .tif, how ever, .jpg and
.gif are ac cept able. Usu ally a min i mum of 300 dots
per inch is re quired for de cent print qual ity. Each
fig ure should be sub mit ted as its own file.

5. Foot notes.—Avoid use of foot notes to text.
In clude lo ca tion/date of pre sen ta tion, if ap pro pri ate; 
pres ent ad dress(es) of au thor(s); iden ti fi ca tion of
cor re spond ing au thor, if not se nior au thor, pro pri -
etary dis claim ers; in sti tu tion jour nal se ries num bers.

6. Copy right.—Au thors must print out, sign,
and fax or mail the copy right form to AOAC IN -
TER NA TIONAL. This form can be found on line
dur ing sub mis sion.

7. Mis cel la neous.—Ab bre vi a tion for li ter is L;
ab bre vi a tion for mi cron is m. Do not ital i cize com -
mon Latin ex pres sions such as et al. and in vi tro;
for no men cla ture of spec trom e try, gas chro ma tog -
ra phy, and liq uid chro ma tog ra phy, fol low prac tice
of Amer i can So ci ety for Test ing and Ma te ri als (in
par tic u lar, do not use “high per for mance,” “high
pres sure,” or the ab bre vi a tion “HP” with “liq uid
chro ma tog ra phy”).

ANY FILES SUB MIT TED IN COR -
RECTLY WILL BE SENT BACK TO AU -
THOR AND MAY DE LAY PUB LI CA TION.
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