AOAC INTERNATIONAL
POLICY ON THE USE OF THE
ASSOCIATION NAME, INITIALS,
IDENTIFYING INSIGNIA, LETTERHEAD, AND BUSINESS CARDS

Introduction
The following policy and guidelines for the use of the name, initials, and other identifying
insignia of AOAC INTERNATIONAL have been developed in order to protect the reputation,
image, legal integrity and property of the Association.
The name of the Association, as stated in its bylaws, is "AOAC INTERNATIONAL". The
Association is also known by its initials, AOAC, and by its logo, illustrated below, which
incorporates the Association name and a representation of a microscope, book, and flask. The
AOAC logo is owned by the Association and is registered with the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office.

The full Association insignia, illustrated below, is comprised of the logo and the tagline, "The
Scientific Association Dedicated to Analytical Excellence," shown below. The typeface used is
Largo. The AOAC tagline is owned by the Association and is registered with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark office.

AOAC INTERNATIONAL Policy on the Use of the Association Name,
Initials, Identifying Insignia, Letterhead, and Business Cards
Page 2
Policy
Policy on the use of the Association's name and logo is established by the AOAC Board of
Directors as follows:
“The Board approves and encourages reference to the Association by name, either as
AOAC INTERNATIONAL or as AOAC; or reference to our registered trademark,
AOAC®, in appropriate settings to describe our programs, products, etc., in scientific
literature and other instances so long as the reference is fair, accurate, complete and
truthful and does not indicate or imply unauthorized endorsement of any kind.
The insignia (logo) of AOAC INTERNATIONAL is a registered trade and service mark
and shall not be reproduced or used by any person or organization other than the
Association, its elected and appointed officers, sections, or committees, without the prior
written permission of the Association. Those authorized to use the AOAC
INTERNATIONAL insignia shall use it only for the purposes for which permission has
been specifically granted.
The name and insignia of the Association shall not be used by any person or organization
in any way which indicates, tends to indicate, or implies AOAC official endorsement of
any product, service, program, company, organization, event or person, endorsement of
which, has not been authorized by the Association, or which suggests that membership in
the Association is available to any organization.”
The Executive Director, in accordance with the above stated policy, is authorized to process,
approve, fix rules, and make available materials containing the Association name and insignia.
It should be noted that neither the Association's name nor its insignia nor part of its insignia may
be incorporated into any personal, company, organization, or any other stationery other than that
of the Association; nor may any statement be included in the printed portion of such stationery
which states or implies that an individual, company, or other organization is a Member of the
Association.
Instructions
1.

Reproduction or use of the Association name or insignia requires prior approval by the
Executive Director or his designate.

2.

Association insignia should not be altered in any manner without approval of the
Executive Director or his designate, except to be enlarged or reduced in their entirety.

3.

Artwork for reproducing the Association name or insignia, including those incorporating
approved alterations, will be provided on request to those authorized to use them (make
such requests to the AOAC Marketing Department). Examples of the types of alterations
that would be approved are inclusion of a section name in or the addition of an officer's
name and address to the letterhead insignia.
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4.

When the Association name is used without other text as a heading, it should, when
possible, be set in the Largo typeface.

5.

Although other colors may be used, AOAC blue, PMS 287, is the preferred color when
printing the AOAC insignia, especially in formal and official documents. It is, of course,
often necessary and acceptable to reproduce the insignia in black.

6.

Do not print one part of the logo or insignia in one color and other parts in another color.

7.

The letterhead of AOAC INTERNATIONAL shall not be used by any person or
organization other than the Association, its elected and appointed officers, staff, sections,
or committees; except by special permission.
Correspondence of AOAC official business should be conducted using AOAC letterhead.
However, those authorized to use AOAC letterhead shall use it for official AOAC business
only.
Copies of all correspondence using AOAC letterhead or conducting AOAC official
business, whether on AOAC letterhead or not, must be sent to the appropriate office at
AOAC headquarters.

8.

AOAC INTERNATIONAL business cards shall not be used by any person or organization
other than the Association, its staff, and elected officials, except by special permission.
Those authorized to use AOAC business cards shall use them for official AOAC business
only and shall not represent themselves as having authority to bind the Association beyond
that authorized.
Sanctions

1.

Upon learning of any violation of the above policy, the Executive Director or a designate
will notify the individual or organization that they are in violation of AOAC policy and
will ask them to refrain from further misuse of the AOAC name or insignia.

2.

If the misuse is by an Individual Member or Sustaining Member of the Association, and
the misuse continues after notification, the Board of Directors will take appropriate action.

3.

If continued misuse is by a nonmember of the Association or if a member continues
misuse in spite of notification and Board action, ultimately, the Association will take legal
action to protect its property, legal integrity, reputation, and image.
* * * * * *
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