
Vear in Review: "Cultivating Leaders and 

Connecting Analytical Communities" 

T
his year, AOAC celebrated 

140 years of analytical 

excellence, marking an 

anniversary for an 

Association that, simply put, 

has evolved. From its modest 

beginnings focused on 

arbitrating methods of 

analysis for three fertilizer 

elements (phosphoric acid, 

potash, and nitrogen), today 

AOAC provides a suite of 
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analytical solutions to handle new generations of products and analytes in the 

areas of food, infant formula, botanicals and dietary supplements, cannabis, 

microbial pathogen detection, gluten and food allergens, biothreat detection, 

and more. Since its founding in 1884, the Association has delivered nearly 

3,100 Official MethodsSM and 170 Standard Method Performance Requirements 

(SMPRs® ; since the inception of SMPRs in 2009), among other valuable outputs. 

AOAC responds to changing needs and continues to be relevant to the 

stakeholders and communities it serves. 

ILM reflects on a year devoted to "Cultivating Leaders and Connecting 

Analytical Communities," the theme of the 138th AOAC Annual Meeting and 

Exposition. AOAC made significant strides in its integrated and core science 

programs, advancing existing initiatives while scanning the horizon for 

emerging hot topics that lead to opportunities for 2025. 

Here's a look at what AOAC was up to in 2024 and where the Association is 

headed. 

Standards Development 

AOAC started the year off strong, with no signs of slowing. The Association was 

proactive in developing new science programs and projects and delivering 

















AOAC science program meetings, 10 community meetings, 56 exposition 

booths, 200 poster presentations, and daily receptions, the AOAC Annual 

Meeting was a hub of analytical science dialog and networking by members 

and stakeholders who have a passion for the best science. This year's 

attendance of 718 exceeded last year's meeting attendance in New Orleans of 

696. 

Attendees and staff formally commemorated AOAC's 140th anniversary at the 

Annual Meeting. The celebration continued as AOAC recognized its own 

Deborah McKenzie, deputy assistant executive director and chief standards 

officer, who received the first-ever award for exemplary staff performance 

over a minimum of 20 years. 

Publications 

OMA 

Digital presentation of OMA content was streamlined to make it easier for 

users to find specific AOAC Official MethodsSM and SMPRs needed in research. 

These enhancements take users directly to the methods or SMPRs. Additional 

new features included the ability to view and print PDFs of individual methods 

and improved navigation to the indices for subjects, method numbers, and 

SMPRs. AOAC and Oxford University Press (OUP) are continuously working to 

provide the most up-to-date material and optimal user experience for OMA 

Online. 

J AOAC!nt. 

Starting with the January/February 2024 issue, the Journal of AOAC 

INTERNATIONAL featured a redesigned cover, evoking a new era of publishing 

for AOAC and communicating the scope and contents of the journal. 

The AOAC Editorial Board terms of reference were changed and approved by 

the AOAC Board of Directors during the 138th AOAC Annual Meeting. As a 

result, a much larger editorial board is expected that will help review 

manuscripts in respective topic areas, champion]. AOAC Int., invite authors to 

submit manuscripts, and identify Special Guest Editor Sections on hot topics. 

ALACC 

The latest revision of the AOAC INTERNATIONAL Guidelines for Laboratories 

Performing Microbiological and Chemical Ana�ses of Foo<L Dietary 

Supplements, Pharmaceuticals, and Cannabis was approved and published in 
2024.



The AOAC laboratory accreditation 

guidelines, developed by the AOAC Analytical 

Laboratory Accreditation Criteria Committee 

(AJLACC) and available in print and online, 

provide accredited laboratories with detailed 

criteria to aid in assessing the essential 

requirements for performing these types of 

analyses. For the first time, an appendix for 

cannabis is included in the guidelines to aid 

accredited laboratories and laboratories 

seek.ing accreditation for cannabis and hemp 

testing. 

ILM 

Beginning with the January/February 2024 issue, Inside Laboratory 

Management switched to a digital-only platform. The November/December 2023 

issue was the last printed magazine. 

The May/June 2024 issue introduced a redesign to a more dynamic digital 

platform for a better reading experience with responsiveness to all screen sizes 

and more accessibility options over PDFs, flipbooks, and the prior platform. 

Task Forces 

Engaging Early-Career Researchers 

In line with this year's theme to 

cultivate leaders, AOAC Past 

President Mary Kay Krogull, 

Eurofins, focused on engaging 

students and early-career 

researchers to bring new 

perspectives and grow a future 

pool of experts and leaders for 

AOAC. Based on survey results 

from early-career researchers and their managers, the AOAC task force 

gathered valuable information to help develop programs, such as training, 

communications, and expansion of networks, which are hoped to be offered in 

the near future. The goal is to inspire professionals early in their careers to 

become even more active members in AOAC, while strengthening and 

sustaining the Association into the future. 



Revamping OMA Program 

The AOAC Official Methods Board (0MB) established a task force to redesign 

and rebuild the OMA Program to ensure continued relevance and reliability to 
meet today's changing landscape. The task force is focusing on restructuring 

the design of AOAC Official Methods5M to improve clarity and streamline 

delivery to users, standardizing method procedures by drawing on valuable 

learnings from past and present processes, and standardizing supporting 

documentation to ensure consistency across all platforms. 

Opportunities in 2025 

The importance and contributions of AOAC and its members and stakeholders 

continue to rise, and this past year was no different. AOAC keeps the 

momentum going as it heads into 2025 with a focus on expanding current 

initiatives as well as potential ones for functional mushrooms, contaminants in 

food contact materials, organic produce authenticity, dietary fiber and other 

carbohydrates, and vitamins. 

In addition, there are potential opportunities to assess fitness for purpose of 

SPIFAN methods for verification of Codex provisions for Codex Standard CXS 

72-1981 (Section B: Formula for Special Medical Purposes Intended for Infants)

and CXS 156-1987 (Section B: Products for Young Children) and revise AOAC­

ISO/IDF methods. 

For more information on AOAC initiatives or to participate, click here. 

Thank you, members, stakeholders, volunteers, and partners for making 2024 

a success and for being part of the AOAC community. The Association is excited 

about what we can achieve together in 2025 and looks forward to more 

advances in collaboration and innovation. 
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